Report to the Conference of NGOs Board Meeting in Geneva, December 2003

From the NGO Committee on Youth in New York

Reorganization

From June 2003 to December the NGO Committee on Youth continued to undergo a process of reorganization and change in leadership.  Since youth members are transient, it is difficult to fund a committee core that lasts more than one year.
Officers:

Chairperson: Emily Freeburg, Lutheran World Federation
Vice Chair: Beenash Jafri, Global Youth Action Network
Treasurer: --

Secretary: Jim Freeburg, Franciscans International
Members at large: Julia Walsh, Peaceways, Sam Kessler, SustainUS, Nickolai Parker, World Peace Prayer Society, Gabrielle, Carcia, World Youth Alliance
Chair advisory: Pax Romana (b/c of involvement as past chair)
General

Building website: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom
Expanding membership to youth organizations in NY and through our listserve: ngo_youthCom-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Defining Youth  

There are disparities in this definition, but loosely defined it is people aged 15-30, the committee is intergenerational.
July

Because of summer schedules the NGO Committee meeting got a high youth turnout, to a meeting on “Youth and Peace Making”, Nickolai Parker, World Peace Prayer spoke about the upcoming International Day of Peace, Vina Najibeulla from the United Methodists told us of her personal experience growing up in a war-torn country of Afghanistan, and Michelle Morris, NGO Liaison for the Office of Children and Armed Conflict, web page and recent initiatives of their office.  
August

The NGO Committee sponsored Emily Freeburg to attend the World Congress of Youth in Morocco. There were difficulties encountered during the meeting –Israeli-Palestinian conflicts and significant cultural differences and conflicts over process.  The youth declaration of the meeting called for .7% of development funds to be devoted to youth projects.  Because she was designated the North America drafting rep, Emily was able to share with the 1,000 participants the experiences of youth advocacy at the UN in NY, and was able to help with NGO and UN questions from international youth.  The youth committee has supported the declaration by posting it in our documents: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom  and using its information in our report to the Commission on Social Development.  Emily’s report can be viewed at http://wiretapmag.org/story.html?StoryID=16937.

September/October
Along with visiting young people from large youth NGOs and the General Assembly youth delegates, the Committee followed the passage of a General Assembly resolution on “Policies and programmes involving youth” lead by Portugal.  The resolution passed in the Third Committee in October.  As part of this effort, members of the committee were invited to a lunch with the Portuguese and Dutch delegation.  We also met in a youth mass with Julien Hunte, President of the General Assembly.  At this meeting the chair of the committee made a point of introducing herself, and brought up the important role youth have to play in the MDGs, with the particular importance of investing in youth-led development.  Because youth delegates are the only mechanism for interacting with the GA, it’s difficult to get the youth perspective heard.  President Hunte suggested that a GA resolution be written to suggest a permanent mechanism.  

The NGO Committee on Youth assisted Pathways for Peace in planning a Share the Spirit of Peace Youth Summit by planning workshops.  A workshop on Conflict Resolution and International Policy was led by committee members.  Fifty youth from all over the world, including Nepal, Burundi, Israel, Kuwait, Sierra Leone and Liberia attended this very powerful weekend.
November

A coalition of NGOs as part of the NGO Committee on Youth drafted a statement on public sector effectiveness to the Commission on Social Development at the United Nations in February 2004.  In the interest of youth collaboration as well as NGO collaboration, we invited the Youth “Big 7” ECOSOC accredited youth NGOs to sign on to this statement. We consulted international youth networks online and have received input from youth around the world.

Future
Looking towards a briefing on HR education and presenting a side event at on the theme of HIV/AIDS and men and boys at the Commission on Status of Women.

Aim towards doing a more inclusive NY-youth at the UN event. 

Ongoing Partnerships
To better spread the word of youth activities, a TIG/GYAN newsletter on international youth activity has been started, and the NGO Committee events or issues are frequently included. www.TakingITglobal.org/Voice
The NGO Committee on Youth continues to follow the work of the CONGO Youth Advisory Committee and support them however we can. 

Remain committed to working with youth caucuses at the appropriate Commissions such as the Commission on Social Development, the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on Sustainable Development and the upcoming World Summit on Information Society.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Emily Freeburg, Chair 

Lutheran Office for World Community 

(Lutheran World Federation)

